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PREFACE 


The  p1ant  Variety  Protection  Act,  (7  U.S.C.  2321 
et  seq.)  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  pub- 
lish an  Official  Journal  and  to  provide  the  public  with 
pertinent  information  relating  to  the  operations  of  the 
Plant  Variety  Protection  Office. 

The  statute  also  authorizes  the  Secretary  to 
disseminate  technological  and  other  information  available 
to  the  Office  that  would  encourage  innovation  and  promote 
progress  in  plant  breeding. 

The  Official  Journal,  which  is  published  quarterly, 
includes  instructions  issued  by  the  Office  and  related 
information.  It  will  be  sent  free  to  anyone  on  request. 
Send  requests  to: 

Plant  Variety  Protection  Office 
Grain  Division,  AMS 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
6525  Belcrest  Road 
Hyattsville,  Maryland  20782 

This  issue  covers  the  period  from  Jan.  1 through 
March  31,  1973. 
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request  or  approval  to  publish  additional  information  received  from  applicant. 

' be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

fo . of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 


Name  of  variety 

Application  No.  Date  Name  of  applicant Cs)  Name  of  kind  (or  identification) 
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•equest  or  approval  to  publish  additional  information  received  from  applicant, 
be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

>.  of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 
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est  or  approval  to  publish  additional  information  received  from  applicant, 
sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

>f  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 
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*Mixed  Flower  Colors 

It  is  the  present  opinion  of  the  Plant  Variety  Protection 
Office  that  an  application  for  protection  for  a flower  species  that 
has  a mixture  of  flower  colors  should  not  be  granted  a certificate 
on  the  grounds  that  the  so-called  variety  does  not  meet  the  require- 
ments for  "uniformity"  and  "stability"  of  a "novel  variety"  as 
set  forth  in  section  41  of  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act.  Varia- 
tion in  flower  colors  in  agricultural  or  vegetable  species  where  it 
is  not  an  "essential  and  distinctive"  characteristic  may  be 
allowed  if  the  variety  is  otherwise  novel.  Even  if  certificates 
were  to  be  granted  on  a novel  variety  with  mixed  flower  colors  such 
protection  would  be  unenforceable  as  no  generation  of  reproduc- 
tion would  be  the  same  as  the  previous  generation.  Any  opinions 
to  the  contrary  will  be  gladly  received  by  the  Plant  Variety  Pro- 
tection Office,  Grain  Division,  AMS,  USDA,  6525  Belcrest  Road, 
Hyattsville,  Maryland  20782. 

First  Plant  Variety  Protection  Certificates  Issued 

The  first  certificates  of  protection  under  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Act  were  to  be  awarded  on  April  16  by  Commissioner 
Stanley  F.  Rollin  to  four  firms.  The  certificates  which  covered 
six  novel  varieties  of  lettuce  were  to  be  awarded  to  Asgrow  Seed 
Company,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  for  ‘Great  Lakes  649-700';  W.  Atlee 
Burpee  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  for  'Green  Ice'; 
Ferry-Morse  Seed  Company,  Mountain  View,  California,  for 
'Montemar',  'Super  59',  and  'Vanmax' ; and  Keystone  Seed  Company 
Hollister,  California,  for  'Picoverde. ' 


* "Mixed  flower  color"  means  each  plant  in  the  population  does  not 
produce  the  same  flower  color. 


